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of Audubon and Bachman's great work, — an admirable one for the time 
but long since rendered antiquated and sadly incomplete through later 
increase of knowledge, — it is most fortunate that the task of preparing 
a new history of the subject from the abundant materials now at com- 
mand has been undertaken by one so thoroughly competent for the task. 
In the way of unfavorable criticism we have only to add that the plates 
illustrating the skulls and dentition of the species described are unworthy 
of the accompanying text. They are referred to as an attempt at deline- 
ation by a new process, from which with further experience probably bet- 
ter results may be expected. While the figures are highly useful and 
fairly expressive, they are artistically harsh and unpleasing. We have 
as yet evidently no short cut to excellence in the graver's art. 

In respect to typography little more could be desired : the type is 
large and the page open and clear, while careful revision on the part of 
proof-reader and author is everywhere apparent. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
BOTANY. 1 

Gentiana Amareula L. var. acuta (G. acuta Ms.), — While 
botanizing with Mr. Pringle in Smuggler's Notch, August 9th, we found 
a small alpine form of this gentian growing abundantly on the sides of 
one of the steep water-courses that decend from Mt. Mansfield. It is 
an interesting addition to the flora of New England, and is further in- 
dication of the richness of the Notch in boreal plants, to which attention 
was drawn by Mr. Pringle last year. — C. E. Faxon. 

Notes on Some Injurious Fungi, bt Professor W. G. Farlo w 
(in Bulletin of the Bussey Institution). — This article is principally de- 
voted to an account of the mold ( Uncinula spiralis B. and C.) which is 
common throughout the greater part of the United States. The ripe 
perithecia have been found from New England to California. The my- 
celium forms white patches on the leaves and grapes. The conidia 
which have been known for some time have generally passed for the 
mold common on European vines (Oidium Tuckeri), but it is very 
doubtful, in spite of their resemblance to one another, whether they are 
the same thing. The Uncinula is more injurious to the grapes than 
Peronospora vitieola, as it attacks the berries as well as the leaves. 
The article contains a few remarks on the vegetable origin of certain 
1 Conducted by Pkof. G. L. Goodale. 



